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MARCH  MEETING:  The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  10th  inst.,  at  eight  o’clock,  in  the  Board  Room 
ol  the  State  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  Ferry  Building,  2nd  Floor 
Room  19. 

The  sneaker  of  the  evening  will  be  Mr.  J.  S.  Hunter  of  the  Fish  and  Game 
Commission,  who  is  our  Honorary  President.  Mr.  Hunter’s  subject  will  be 
“Co-operative  Activities  on  Behalf  of  the  Birds  of  California.” 

V * V 

MARCH  FIELD  TRIP  will  be  taken  on  Sunday,  March  13th,  to  Point 
Bonita.  This  is  a very  delightful  trip,  giving  those  who  attend  an  oppor- 
tunity to  study  several  species  of  water  birds  at  the  lighthouse  as  well  as  the 
land  birds  en  route.  Take  Sausalito  Ferry,  8:15  a.  m.  Purchase  round-trip 
tickets  to  Sausalito,  25c.  Bring  lunch  and  canteens. 

Route  will  be  over  the  shore  road  to  Fort  Baker  and  Battery  Spencer; 
thence  by  trail  overlooking  the  ocean,  to  Fort  Barry  and  Rodeo  Lagoon, 
where  lunch  will  be  eaten  on  the  ocean  beach;  thence  to  the  lighthouse  and 
return  via  road  and  tunnel  to  Sausalito,  a distance  of  about  six  miles  each 
way.  Those  who  desire  may  ride  either  way  by  motor  bus. 

¥ V * 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FEBRUARY  MEETING:  The  one  hun- 
dred-nineteenth regular  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  February 
10th.  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  State  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners,  with 
Dr.  Frederick  W.  D'Evelyn,  President,  in  the  chair;  Mrs.  Carl  Smith,  Secre- 
tary. Twenty-six  members  and  friends  present. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hunter  of  the  California  Fish  and  Game  Commission  was 
elected  Honorary  President. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Gifford,  speaker  of  the  evening,  gave  a very  interesting  ac- 
count of  breeding  tropical  pigeons  in  California. 

Many  of  these  pigeons  are  found  on  islands  where  they  are  in  great  dan- 
ger of  being  exterminated  directly  by  man  or  by  cats  introduced  by  man. 
The  cats  multiply  rapidly,  over-running  the  islands,  and  the  birds  fall  easy 
prey,  especially  those  that  are  terrestrial. 

The  Audubon  Society  has  obtained  legislation  in  Cuba  to  protect  from 
killing  and  capture  the  blue-headed  guail  dove,  Starnoerias  cyanocephala,  but 
it  is  probably  doomed  through  clearing  of  the  land  and  introduced  enemies. 

Mr.  Gifford  suggests  as  a new  activity  of  the  Association  the  encourage- 
ment of  breeding  of  these  tropical  pigeons.  Practically  all  the  species  will 
breed  in  captivity,  as  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  temperature  control  of 
mating  instinct,  the  real  factors  being  food  and  protection. 

Pigeons  are  the  easiest  of  birds  to  keep  in  an  aviary,  can  be  kept  out  of 
doors  the  year  round  in  the  Bay  Region  and  are  happy  with  a fountain  and 
grain  food.  They  are  long-lived. 
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In  conclusion  Mr.  Gifford  stated  that  aviary  birds  are  a means  of  in- 
creasing' interest  in  protection  of  birds  in  general.  Many  people  who  are  not 
now  interested  in  birds  would  become  so  if  they  bad  an  aviary  and  could 
watch  birds  at  close  range,  studying  their  nesting  habits,  moults,  etc.  Inter- 
est of  this  kind  would  save  many  fine  island  species  from  extinction.  An 
aviculturist  is  a true  bird  lover,  as  is  every  member  of  the  Audubon  Associa- 
tion. By  the  Association  encouraging  aviculture  it  can  accomplish  a real 
service  for  mankind. 

* ¥ * 

Many  of  us  have  received  a notice  in  regard  to  a subscription  to  the  Ridg- 
way  Memorial  Fund  for  the  establishment  of  Bird  Haven  as  a sanctuary  for 
wild  life.  Would  it  not  be  a desirable  way  to  show  our  appreciation  for  the 
great  work  of  Robert  Ridgway  if  we  raised  a sum  among  our  members  for 
this  worthy  cause?  Kindly  express  your  views  on  the  matter  at  the  March 
meeting.  California’s  quota  is  $5,000. 

* * * 

It  has  been  very  gratifying  that  justices  of  peace  have  assessed  heavy 
fines  for  the  violation  of  the  game  laws.  Justice  W.  H.  Rice  of  Modesto 
assessed  a fine  of  $50  for  the  possession  of  quail  out  of  season.  Justice  J.  M. 
Hoescli  of  Gilroy  fined  a Santa  Clara  man  $150  for  the  possession  of  six 
robins  and  a Morgan  Hill  resident  $100  for  five  robins. 

Justice  L.  P.  Farnum  of  Willows  passed  a 225  days’  sentence  on  a market 
hunter  for  having  killed  100  ducks  at  night  with  an  extension  automatic  shot- 
gun. Justice  C.  S.  Johnson  of  Stockton  fined  three  duck  hunters  each  $150 
for  having  200  ducks  in  their  possession. 

In  San  Diego  County  fines  of  $75  and  $50,  respectively,  were  levied 
against  two  offenders  for  shooting  ducks  from  a motor  boat. 

A Newark  resident  had  the  choice  of  passing  twenty-five  days  in  jail  or 
paying  $50  for  shooting  a robin.  He  paid  the  fine. 

An  article  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  November  27,  1926,  entitled 
“Other  Vanishing  Americans,”  by  Tom  Horgan,  shows  the  necessity  of  further 
protecting  our  game.  He  gives  the  season’s  average  bag  for  47,000  licensed 
hunters  in  Pennsylvania.  The  amounts  are  small,  but  better  than  that  in 
other  States.  The  fact  that  the  average  is  low  shows  that  game  is  rapidly 
diminishing. 

¥ * * 

Some  of  our  members  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a wood  duck  on 
Lake  Merritt,  Oakland,  during  several  weeks  this  month.  The  primaries  of 
one  wing  are  missing.  On  this  account  the  duck  may  be  with  us  for  some 
time. 

* V * 

REPORT  OF  OUTING  COMMITTEE  FOR  1926 

The  following  places  were  visited  once  each  by  the  Association  on  our 
regular  monthly  1926  trips,  covering  such  variety  of  habitat  as  is  to  be 
found  within  a day’s  journey  around  the  Bay  district:  Lake  Merritt,  Easton, 
San  Andreas  Lake,  Point  Bonita,  Lake  Merced,  Cashion,  Contra  Costa  County, 
Fairfax.  Alpine  Lake  and  Ross,  Tennessee  Cove,  Baumberg,  and  Golden  Gate 
Park.  Two  trips  were  made  to  Lake  Merced  and  two  to  the  University  of 
California  Campus,  in  July  and  November,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  of 
species  seen  at  these  two  seasons. 

On  the  twelve  trips  taken,  138  different  species  of  birds  were  observed, 
with  an  average  of  forty-one  birds  per  trip,  comparing  favorably  with  former 
years. 
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The  largest  number  of  species  was  seen  on  the  June  trip  to  Fairfax,  fifty- 
two  m number-  this  location  always  furnishing  a goodly  number — followed  by 
Easton,  San  Andreas  Lake,  with  fifty-one  species,  and  our  ever-popular  trip  to 
Golden  Gate  Park,  with  forty-nine  species. 

Ten  new  birds  were  added  to  onr  list:  rhinoseros  auklet,  Lewis  wood- 
pecker, Pacific  loon,  red-throated  loon,  American  merganser,  cinnamon  teal, 
golden  eagle,  Vaux  swift,  Sora  rail  and  red-breasted  sapsucker,  perhaps  the 
most  unusual,  from  the  standpoint  of  our  travels,  being  the  rhinoceros  auklet. 
h our  species  hitherto  seen,  Forster’s  tern,  Virginia  rail,  curlews,  sharp- 
sliinned  hawk  and  creepers  were  not  encountered  during  1926. 

Hie  most  popular  trip  from  the  standpoint  of  membership  attendance  was 
taken  to  Golden  Gate  Park,  with  twenty  members;  the  trip  to  Point  Bonita, 
with  seventeen  members,  being  a close  second.  The  proportional  number  of 
members  attending  during  the  year  increased  to  forty-eight,  the  highest  since 
1921.  On  four  occasions  the  guests  outnumbered  the  members.  Your  com- 
mittee. as  previously  stated,  has  always  endeavored  to  welcome  guests  who 
are  interested  in  birds,  and  now  feels,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  past,  that 
this  interest  should  be  maintained  to  the  point  of  active  membership  in  our 
Association,  which  is  the  natural  state  of  a really  sincere,  interested  visitor. 

If  the  field  trips  are  to  continue  to  be  the  popular  phase  of  our  work  on 
which  a large  part  of  the  welfare  of  the  Association  depends,  your  committee 
solicits  more  sustained  interest  on  the  part  of  the  older  members  who  are 
competent  to  lead  and  to  aid  those  whose  interest  and  knowledge  in  bird 
study  is  only  awakening.  Our  records  for  1926  show  that  of  the  forty  mem- 
bers attending,  twenty  took  only  two  trips  during  the  year,  and  three  mem- 
bers made  seven  trips,  an  average  too  low  for  the  good  of  this  section  of  the 
Association’s  work. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  through  the  death  of  our  late  President  your 
committee  lost  one  of  its  most  able  leaders  and  teachers,  and  trusts  that  those 
competent  to  carry  on  the  work  in  this  field  of  endeavor  will  put  forth  every 
effort  to  help  fill  the  vacancy  and  counteract  the  loss. 

Your  committee  takes  this  opportunity  of  expressing  its  deep  appreciation 
of  the  help  given  during  the  year  1926.  Bessie  W.  Kiube,  Chairman. 

January  13,  1927. 

* * ¥ 

A RAVEN’S  STRATEGY 

The  Raven  is  a canny  bird.  Its  dominant  principle  is  “safety  first”.  Its 
second  precept  is  to  get  all  that  it  can  (safely)  grab.  As  many  of  the  readers 
of  The  Gull  must  know,  the  Raven  is  sacred  among  the  Indians  of  the 
northwest  coast  of  North  America,  and  it  is  frequently  used  as  an  emblem  on 
the  totem  poles  in  British  Columbia  and  southern  Alaska. 

In  the  coast  settlements  it  is  somewhat  of  a nuisance,  as  it  has  a great 
liking  for  prancing  around  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  where  it  can  make 
noise  enough  to  awaken  Rip  Van  Winkle  himself.  However,  if  the  suffering 
inhabitants  draw  a few  pieces  of  white  string  across  the  roof  and  fasten  them 
to  low  uprights,  the  Ravens  will  become  so  suspicious  of  some  sort  of  a trap 
that  they  will  not  alight  upon  a house  so  protected. 

The  writer  happened  to  be  in  Sitka,  Alaska,  when  the  following  incident 
occurred — an  incident  of  so  strategic  a nature  as  to  seem  worth  relating. 
One  of  the  night  guards  at  the  Federal  prison  came  into  the  hotal  for  break- 
fast one  morning  evidently  bubbling  over  with  a tale  to  tell.  While  on  watch 
he  was  accustomed  to  partake  of  a cold  lunch  about  2 o’clock  in  the  morning 
and  on  this  particular  occasion  he  had  tossed  a very  succulent  bone  to  a 
small  dog  that  was  tied  in  the  prison  yard.  A Raven  caught  sight  of  the  bone 
and  a great  craving  arose  in  the  bird’s  breast,  or  mind,  or  whatever  a bird 
craves  with.  The  Raven  flew  down  to  the  ground  in  front  of  the  dog  and 
cocked  its  head  to  one  side  in  deep  thought.  Then  it  began  to  walk  around 
and  around  the  dog,  cawing  at  him  and  striving  to  draw  his  attention  away 
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from  the  bone.  But  doggie  was  a watch-dog — he  watched  out  for  his  own 
interests — and  was  too  foxy  to  be  caught  napping,  having  probably  been 
caught  that  way  when  he  was  young  and  accumulated  wisdom  since.  After 
encircling  the  dog  several  times  with  no  result,  and  meanwhile  exhausted  its 
vocabulary,  the  Raven  flew  away,  but,  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  observer, 
it  shortly  returned  with  a companion.  One  of  the  two  birds  immediately 
planted  itself  in  front  and  just  out  of  reach  of  the  dog,  while  the  other  delib- 
erately flanked  the  enemy  and  attacked  him  in  the  rear  by  giving  doggie’s  tail 
a most  vicious  peck!  This  was  too  much  of  an  affront  to  be  put  up  with  and 
the  dog  jumped  around  to  defend  himself.  Needless  to  say,  the  other  bird 
grabbed  the  bone  and  made  off  with  it.  The  one  bird  had  the  bone  and  the 
other  had  the  fun.  Joseph  Mailliard, 

California  Academy  of  Sciences,  San  Francisco , California. 

* * * 

FEBRUARY  FIELD  TRIP  was  taken  on  Sunday,  February  13th,  by 
stage  to  Burlingame,  alighting  at  Easton  Drive  and  walking  up  that  delight- 
ful a, venue,  greeting  old  friends  along  the  way,  to  Skyline  Boulevard,  and 
then  over  the  Spring  Valley  Water  Company’s  property  to  San  Andreas  dam, 
lake  and  roadway,  leaving  the  property  to  take  the  road  down  the  canyon 
which  would  bring  the  party  to  the  highway  at  Uncle  Toni’s  Cabin,  where 
some  left  by  automobile  and  others  by  nearby  street  car  for  San  Francisco. 

Perhaps  the  less  said  about  the  weather  the  better,  because  Jupiter 
Pluvius  lay  in  wait  for  the  enthusiasts  and  the  onslaught  occurred  at  the  top 
of  the  ridge,  the  beginning  of  the  usually  interesting  portion  of  the  walk. 
After  strengthening  the  inner  man  and  woman  while  resting  and  warming  (?) 
up  in  a sheltered  grove  of  oaks,  amid  the  picturesque  rocks,  the  real  battle  of 
the  day  began.  Slowly  came  the  foe;  on  marched  the  bird  lovers,  with  pipits 
and  Savannah  sparrows  lending  encouragement  to  their  friends;  up  spread 
the  umbrellas;  out  and  on  came  the  slickers;  down  came  J.  P.  and  the  fray 
was  on,  continuing  in  ferocity  and  velocity  as  the  valiant  nine  invaded  the 
territory  surrounding  the  lake,  seeking  the  geese,  which  this  year  refused  to 
put. in  an  appearance  and  J.  P.  scored  one.  The  feature  of  the  day,  aside  from 
the  bird  record,  was  the  exhibition  of  good  sportsmanship  by  those  making 
the  trip  and  scoring  100%  at  the  finish,  cheerful  though  wet. 

Birds  encountered  on  the  trip  and  crossing  the  bay  en  route  were:  west- 
ern and  pied  bill  grebes,  loon,  glaucous,  western  and  California  gulls,  scaup, 
white  winged  scoter,  surf  scoter,  ruddy  duck,  great  blue  heron,  coot,  western 
redtail  and  sparrow  hawks,  flicker,  Anna  and  Allen  hummers,  Say  and  black 
phoebes,  California  jay,  western  meadowlark,  Brewer  blackbird,  California 
purple  finch,  green  back  goldfinch,  western  Savannah  sparrow,  Nuttall,  golden 
crown,  fox  and  song  sparrows,  junco,  San  Francisco  and  California  brown 
towhees,  Audubon  warbler,  pipit,  thrasher,  singing  in  the  rain.  Vigor’s  wren. 
Sierra  creeper,  plain  titmouse,  Santa  Cruz  chickadee,  California  bushtit,  ruby 
crown  kinglet,  hermit  and  varied  thrushes,  robin  and  bluebird;  45  species 
in  all. 

Members  in  attendance  were  Mesdames  Kibbe  and  Meyer;  Mesdemoiselles 
Carnahan,  Ethel  and  Martha  Crum;  Messrs.  Bryant  and  Myer  and  Dr.  Card. 
Visitor:  Mrs.  H.  P.  Bracelin.  Eight  members  and  one  guest. 

Bessie  W.  Kibbe. 
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